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Brazil is a vast and highly complex country that is subordinated to its central hegemonic 
SROHV�DQG�WKDW�FRPELQHV�ERWK�EDFNZDUGQHVV��PRGHUQLW\��SURJUHVV�LQWHUUXSWHG�E\�XQILQo
ished cycles of growth, and extreme inequality. Paradoxically, it is on the one hand ranked 
among the nine most advanced capitalist countries in the world and, on the other, listed 
as one of the nine countries with the worst income distribution. Attempts to interpret 
WKHVH�GLOHPPDV��KLVWRULFDO�GLVMXQFWLYHV��DQG�LPSDVVHV�KDYH�SURGXFHG�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�RULJLo
nal intellectual work that deals with the specificities of this most dynamic and yet highly 
contradictory national space.

A select few authors have produced extensive work on the subject and have legitimized 
themselves as the pinnacle of classical interpreters of Brazilian social and political 
thought. The originality, broad scope of analysis, and ingenuity of these great national 
thinkers have made them the authors of choice for those seeking to better understand 
Brazil as a nation. Their classics have formulated key and critical questions relating to 
the often-interrupted construction of this nation and the truncated, material, and spiritual 
RU�LPPDWHULDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�DV�D�ZKROH��ZKLFK�EHJDQ�DV�D�IRUo
PHU�3RUWXJXHVH�FRORQ\�IRXQGHG�RQ�VODYH�ODERU��7KHVH�DUH�YHU\�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�IRUPXODo
tions, with a long-term historical perspective produced by those who have taken a very 
SURIRXQG�DQG�KLJKO\�VWUXFWXUDO�ORRN�DW�%UD]LO��VKHGGLQJ�OLJKW�RQ�DVSHFWV�RI�LWV�KLWKHUWR�REo
scure or unquestioned reality, enlightening and inviting to think more coherently, boldly, 
and consequently about its present and, indeed, future.

Among the main contributors are the likes of Caio Prado Júnior, Celso Furtado, Fernando 
+HQULTXH�&DUGRVR��DQG�)ORUHVWDQ�)HUQDQGHV��ZKR�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�DSSURDFKHV�WR�KHOS�XQo
veil the nature and characteristics of the processes of dependence and underdevelopment 
WKDW�DUH�VR�VSHFLILF�WR�%UD]LOއV�SHULSKHUDO�FDSLWDOLVP�
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opment, periphery, national development, dependency
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%UD]LOއV�&ODVVLFDO�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQV
7KH�ZRUNV�RI�WKH�JUHDW�%UD]LOLDQ�FODVVLFDO�LQWHUSUHWHUV�VHHN�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�FRXQWU\އV�LVo
sues, under various analytical plans, and to examine multiple national problems. These 
SULVPV�RI�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�XQLTXHO\�%UD]LOLDQ�VRFLDO�SKHQRPHQD�KHOS�HPSKDVL]H�FUXFLDO�DVo
SHFWV�RI�WKH�QDWLRQއV�VRFLDELOLW\�DQG��WKHUHIRUH���UH�LQYHQWLQJ�%UD]LOLDQއV�YLVLRQ�RI�WKHLU�
RZQ�FRXQWU\�ZKLOH�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�UHGLVFRYHULQJ�WKHPVHOYHV��+HQFH��WKH\�SURGXFH�D�SHUo
spective and the foundations of a narrative that attempts to explain Brazil.

The broad agenda established by these authors helps one to understand Brazil in terms 
RI��LWV�QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\��WKH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�3RUWXJDOއV�FRORQL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�(XURo
SHDQ�FDSLWDOLVP�SULPLWLYH�DFFXPXODWLRQ��VODYHU\��WKH�SDWULDUFKDO�IDPLO\��WKH�PRGHUQL]Do
tion process vis-à-vis the process of marginalization; the inorganic masses; contradictory 
H[WHUQDO�UHODWLRQV�YHUVXV�LQWHUQDO�UHODWLRQV��WKH�SURFHVVHV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�XQGHUGHo
YHORSPHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�GHSHQGHQFH��WKH�GLIILFXOWLHV�IDFHG�LQ�EUHDNLQJ�GRZQ�FRQVWUDLQWV��H[o
WHUQDO�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�SDVW���WKH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�FODVVHV�DQG�FODVV�IUDFWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�FRUo
UHODWLRQ�RI�VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�IRUFHV��WKH�VWDWH��GHPRFUDF\��WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�EXUHDXFUDWLF�HVWDEo
lishment, including the armed forces; and the role of imperialism.

The approach of these different authors varies, thus allowing for comparisons, discord, 
and complementary analysis.

Specialized literature in this field invariably includes among the great interpreters of 
%UD]LO�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DXWKRUV��$OEHUWR�7RUUHV��ށ�����������$]HYHGR�$PDUDO��ށ�����������
2OLYHLUD�9LDQQD��ށ�����������*LOEHUWR�)UH\UH������6�����ށ��«UJLR�%XDUTXH�GH�+RODQGD�
�����ށ�������&DLR�3UDGR�-¼QLRU������ށ�������&HOVR�)XUWDGR�����DUF\�5LEHLUR'�������ށ��
�����ށ�������)ORUHVWDQ�)HUQDQGHV������ށ�������,JQ£FLR�5DQJHO������ށ�������DQG�5D\o
PXQGR�)DRUR����������ށ��

These leading interpreters of Brazil, the first and foremost intellectual points of�
reference, have delved deep into the roots of the historical process trying to uncover the 
PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�IRXQGDWLRQ��VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QDWLRQއV�RIWHQ�WHQVH�RU�HYHQ�LQWHUo
UXSWHG�SURFHVV�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHVH�DXWKRUV��%UD]LO�RULJLQDWHG�DV�DQ�H[o
ploitation colony, very different to the settler-type colonies historically adopted in the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�$XVWUDOLD��7KURXJK�WKHLU�UHFRQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�%UD]LOއV�SDVW��WKHVH�DXWKRUV�
analyze the historical foundations that gave rise to this somewhat winding and truncated 
path to development, with mechanisms and structures that promoted progress but at the 
same time constrained it on the road to the full institution of a nation.

Despite being marked by a diversity of intellectual influences and styles and offering a 
tremendous methodological multiplicity, these interpreters have a common trait in that 
they represent a veritable intelligentsia. This includes authors who are both studious and 
politically active and who, each in their own way, have one common goal in mind, namely 
to transform Brazilian society. In other words, they are defined by their commitment to 
social change, whether through a break with the past or by returning to it.
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One could say then that they approach the contradictions between the universal and the 
ORFDO�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�GLIIHUHQW�DQJOHV��ZKLFK�DUH�WKHUHIRUH�UHODWHG��HVWDEOLVKLQJ�FRPSDUo
isons between Brazil and the rest of the world and problematizing the nature of national 
identity.

The pioneers of the 1920s, especially the authoritarian nationalist interpreters, such as 
Alberto Torres, Azevedo Amaral, and Oliveira Vianna, looked at the Brazilian people and 
WKHLU�FXOWXUDO�DXWKHQWLFLW\��7KXV��WKH�GHEDWH�RYHU�QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\�GHILQHG�DQ�HQWLUH�JHQo
eration of intellectuals during the 1930s. According to them, the state (authoritarian) was 
primarily responsible for creating the nation. Race and culture were central themes of 
WKHVH�HDUO\�LQWHUSUHWHUV��DOEHLW�PRVW�RI�WKHLU�YLHZV�ZHUH�PDUNHG�E\�GHHS�URRWHG�FRQVHUo
vatism.

From this intellectual trail blazed by these pioneers, primarily up until the 1920s, 
HPHUJHG�WKH�VR�FDOOHGފ�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�����Vދ�ZLWK�RXWVWDQGLQJ�FRQWULEXWLRQV�FRPLQJ�
from the likes of Gilberto Freyre, Sérgio Buarque de Holanda, and Caio Prado Júnior. 
They established the agenda for a reflection on and reinvention of Brazil, as well as an in- 
depth examination of the nature of its national identity.1

7KH\�VRXJKW�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�%UD]LOއV�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��LPSHUIHFWLRQV��LPSDVVHV��REVWDo
cles, and the potential of various unique facets of the national space. Nevertheless, they 
were also aware of its specificities regarding external relations and their ramifications on 
LQWHUQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV��RU�UDWKHU��WKH�LQWHUQDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�RI�IRUHLJQ�UHODWLRQV��7KH\�HPSKDo
sized the obstacles and the difficulty faced by the country in breaking with its structural 
constraints (external and those linked to its past).

$V�DOUHDG\�VWDWHG��WKHVH�ILUVW��DQG�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�DXWKRUV�SURGXFHG�FRQWURYHUVLDO�GLDo
logues that involved ethnicity, race, culture, and nationality. Even if one does not share 
their theoretical perspectives, one can acknowledge that they did search for the meaning 
RI�WKH�QDWLRQއV�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�FRORQL]DWLRQ�E\�3RUWXJDO��DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�PRUH�JHQHUDO�
process of European capitalism primitive accumulation process.

0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�DXWKRUV�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�LPSDVVHV�RI�D�QDWLRQDOLW\�KDPSHUHG�E\�OLPLWHG�PDWHo
rial autonomy, a small domestic market, and the very restricted internal decision-making 
FHQWHUV��VXEMHFW�WR�SHULRGLF�RXWEUHDNV�WKDW�LQWHUUXSWHG�WKH�FRXUVH�DQG�EURNH�WKH�FRQWLQXo
LW\�RI�QDWLRQDO�HYROXWLRQ��/LPLWHG�VRYHUHLJQW\��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�DQG�FRH[LVo
WHQFH�RI�WKH�DUFKDLF�ZLWK�WKH�PRGHUQ��ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�LQGHOLEOH�PDUNV�RI�%UD]LOއV�KLVWRULFDO�
trajectory. The questions they asked included: in systems with such rigid structures, the 
IUXLW�RI�VXFK�LQJUDLQHG�KLVWRULFDO�SURFHVVHV��KRZ�FDQ�RQH�WKLQN�RI�PRYHPHQW�DQG�WUDQVIRUo
mation? Are there any turning points for background changes? Rather than thinking 
about structure and dynamics, the more critical interpreters argued that one should think 
about the dynamics (and movement) of structures and ask whether they would or could 
succeed (or not) in metamorphosizing into citizenship and a nation.
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Looking at the historical process from a long-term perspective, they sought to remove 
contingencies and fortuitous and occasional events and pursue the essence rather than 
the accessory of processes, focusing on their most indelible regularities. To concentrate 
RQ�WKH�FKDUDFWHU�RI�%UD]LOއV�IRUPDWLRQ��WKH\�IRXQG�WKH�FRQVWDQF\�RI�EDFNZDUG�IRUPV��WKH�
FRUH�RI�DUFKDLF�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�UHPDLQLQJ�FRORQLDO�UHODWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WKH�PRQRSRO\�RI�SULYLo
leges, land, and power, which are aristocratic patriarchal determinations that constitute 
the social order of the enslaved and seigneurial society.

7KHVH�LQWHUSUHWHUV�DOVR�HPSKDVL]HG�%UD]LOއV�YDVW�LQWHULRU�ODQGPDVV��ZLWK�LWV�VXEVLVWHQFH�
DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�VRPH�DFWLYLWLHV�RI�LQWHUQDO�VXSSO\��GLVSHUVHG�RYHU�H[WUHPHO\�YDULHG�UHJLRQDOo
LWLHV��7KHVH�GLIIHUHQW�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�XUEDQ�UHJLRQDO�FRQMXQFWXUHV�ZRXOG�KDYH�GLIILFXOW\�DGo
YDQFLQJ�DORQJ�D�SDWK�WR�QDWLRQDO�XQLW\��'LIIHUHQW�SULPLWLYH�DFFXPXODWLRQ�SURFHVVHV�DQG�GLIo
IHUHQW�UHJLRQDO�IRUPV�RI�VXERUGLQDWLRQ��GHSHQGHQFH��DQG�XQGHUGHYHORSPHQW�ZRXOG�EH�PDo
jor obstacles to the formation of true nationhood. Such geographical social formations 
have very nuanced temporalities and spatiality. Moreover, Prado Júnior identified cases of 
VODYHU\�DQG�SDWULDUFKDOLVP�ZLWK�GLIIHUHQW�UHJLRQDO�QXDQFHV��7KLV�ZDV�HVVHQWLDOO\�D�VWUXFo
WXUDO�PDOIRUPDWLRQ��DV�)XUWDGR�SRLQWHG�RXW�LQ�KLV�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�XQGHUGHYHOo
opment.

7KLV�ZDV�D�QDWLRQ�ZKRVH�SXUSRVH�ZDV��HYHU�VLQFH�LW�ZDV�ILUVW�FRORQL]HG��WR�JHQHUDWH�SURIo
LWV�IRU�RWKHUV��DV�3UDGR�-¼QLRU�SXW�LW��)URP�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ��UDWKHU�WKDQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�LWo
self as a project of nationhood, Brazil was conceived as nothing more than a corporation, 
an adventure, a business venture governed by exogenous forces. This was a colony 
marked by an enormous level of institutional artificiality, considered a poor reproduction 
RI�(XURSHDQ�HTXLYDOHQWV�E\�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�DXWKRUV��:LWK�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�DGDSWo
DELOLW\�RU�IOH[LELOLW\�RI�3RUWXJDOއV�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�QHZ�FRORQ\��WKH�GLIIHUHQW�LQo
terpreters diverge considerably in their views.

Aside from the basic, stable, and brutal relationship that existed between master and 
slave, there were also a number of different destabilizing and dismantling forces at work, 
above all because of the existence of an immense mass of disintegrated and marginalized 
SHRSOH��DOO�LPPHUVHG�LQ�SUHFDULRXV�DOWHUQDWLYHV�LQ�WKHLU�ILJKW�IRU�VXUYLYDO��3HRSOH�DQG�UHo
JLRQV�UHPDLQHG�RQ�WKH�HGJHV�RI�WKH�PDWHULDO�V\VWHP��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�FRQILJXUH�WKHފ�LQRUJDQo
LF�PDVVHVދ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�3UDGR�-¼QLRU�

7KLV�PDUJLQDOLW\�ZRXOG�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI�D�VSDWLDOLW\�WKDW�ZDV�DOVR�GLVWLQo
guished by its continental extensiveness, fragmentation, itinerancy, and the concept of 
�\�DOO�RI�ZKLFK�FRQVSLUHG�DJDLQVW�QDWLRQDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�XQLWދ�IRUJLQJ�DKHDGފ

The history of Brazil is full of moments and cycles in which some autonomy is gained and 
WKHQ�TXLFNO\�DQG�SURIRXQGO\�ORVW��EXW�LW�LV�DOVR�RQH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�DXWKRULWDULo
anism that have helped accelerate the process of conservative modernization. Various 
��RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�PDUN�LWV�UHVWULFWHG�DQG�IUDJLOH�GHPRFUDF\��+LVWRULFDOދDXWRFUDWLF�PRGHOVފ
UHFXUUHQFHV�KDYH�RFFXUUHG�ZLWK�YLJRURXV�GLVUXSWLRQV�DQG�GLVFRQQHFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�GHPRFo
racy, modernization, and social justice.
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With regard to the subject of material productive sources, it emerges that even during 
the process of industrialization, this was governed by the foreign and exogenous interests 
of major transnational business conglomerates. Brazilian history has been marked by the 
predominance of mercantile capital and diversified bourgeois statements that were from 
WKH�YHU\�RXWVHW�OLQNHG�WR�IRUHLJQ�LQWHUHVWV��7KH�ORFDO�HFRQRPLF�HOLWH�ZDV�RQO\�D�PLQRU�SDUWo
QHU�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LWV�VKDUH�RI�JOREDO�FDSLWDOLVPނLQ�RWKHU�ZRUGV��H[WHUQDOO\�ZHDN��+RZHYHU��
WKDQNV�WR�LWV�RSSUHVVLRQ�DQG�DXWRFUDWLF�GRPLQDQFH��WKLV�HOLWH�PDQDJHG�WR�EH�VWURQJ�LQWHUo
nally.

A high point of the analyses made by these great interpreters of Brazil is exactly their 
view regarding the contradictions between external and internal relations. In looking at 
the nature of the processes of development, underdevelopment, and dependence, they 
seek to bring to light the difficulties faced when trying to break with certain conditioning 
factors (external and those linked to the past), given the composition of the different 
classes and fractions of classes and the correlation of socio-political forces concentrated 
within the state.

7KLV�DUWLFOH�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�3UDGR�-¼QLRU��)XUWDGR��&DUGRVR��DQG�)HUQDQo
des, highlighting their approaches to help understand the nature and characteristics of 
the processes of dependence and underdevelopment of Brazil.

The Meaning of Colonization and the Nation- 
Building Project
$�VRQ�RI�WKH�HOLWH�RI�6¥R�3DXOR��3UDGR�-¼QLRU�ZDV�DIILOLDWHG�WR�DQG�D�PLOLWDQW�RI�WKH�&RPPXo
nist Party of Brazil (PCB), which directly influenced his life and work.

+H�DOZD\V�KDG�D�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�3DUW\އV�ULJLG�JXLGHOLQHV��DQG�HYHQ�
though he was a very dedicated and disciplined militant, he always polemicized and often 
FODVKHG�ZLWK�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SDUW\އV�WUDGLWLRQDO�WKHRUHWLFDO�RULHQWDWLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�WKRVH�RUo
thodox concepts the Party believed to be the right paths for the Brazilian revolution.2

The central concept of the PCB concerned the stages that the Brazilian revolution should 
follow, starting with a revolutionary phase of a bourgeois-democratic nature, which would 
face up to and overcome the dual domination of landlordism and imperialism, fighting 
DJDLQVW�WKH�IHXGDO�LPSHULDOLVW�FROOXVLRQ�WKDW�FRQWUROOHG�%UD]LO��LQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�QDWLRQo
al-developmentalist internal bourgeoisie.

According to the PCB, Brazil should have a national industrialist bourgeoisie that could 
pursue autonomous development in antagonism to the interests of US imperialism and its 
servile domestic agents. They also argued that there would still be some feudal remnants 
LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�EXW�WKDW�WKHVH��OLNH�WKH�ODQGORUGV��FRXOG�RQO\�EH�IRXJKW�E\�PHDQV�RI�D�ERXUo
JHRLV�GHPRFUDWLF�UHYROXWLRQ��7KH�DUFKDLF�DJUDULDQ�FODVVHV�DQG�WKHފ�H[WHUQDO�HQHP\ދ�WKDW�
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ensured the preservation of a semi-slave and semi-feudal society should be confronted 
through a revolutionary alliance between proletarians and the internal bourgeoisie.

Contrary to this theoretical view and political project, Prado Júnior denounced the fact 
WKDWފ�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�ERXUJHRLVLH��VLQFH�LWV�FRQVWLWXWLRQ��KDV�DOZD\V�IDYRXUHG�LQWHUHVWV�
OLQNHG�WR�H[WHUQDO�LQWHUHVWVދ��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LWV�KLVWRULFDO�QDWXUH�KDV�DOZD\V�DUWLFXODWHG�
LWV�RZQ�FRPPHUFLDO�LQWHUHVWV�WR�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GLFWDWHV��DQG�LW�KDV�QHYHU�VXIIHUHG�VWUXFWXUo
al ruptures or ruptured its congenital colonial connections.

$PRQJ�WKH�FODVVLF�DQG�PRVW�LQIOXHQWLDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�%UD]LO��3UDGR�-¼QLRUއV�ERRN The 
Colonial Background of Modern Brazil��SXEOLVKHG�LQ�������RIIHUV�WKH�ILUVW�FRQVLVWHQW�FRQo
WULEXWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FRXQWU\އV�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�FUHDWLRQ��VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�
WKHފ�PHDQLQJ�RI�FRORQL]DWLRQ3ދ� This work launches an original interpretation of national 
KLVWRULFDO�GHYHORSPHQW��WKHUHE\�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�QHZ�LQWHOOHFWXDO�KRUL]RQ�IRU�%UD]LOLDQ�VRo
cial thought.

The author seeks a synthesis and interpretation of a long, historical, three-hundred-year 
SURFHVV�RI�FRORQL]DWLRQ��ZKLFK�IRU�KLP�KDG�QRW�\HW�ILQLVKHG�DW�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��8QGHUVWDQGo
LQJ�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�3RUWXJDOއV�FRORQL]DWLRQ�ZDV�HVVHQWLDO�WR�FRPSUHKHQG�WKH�FRQWHPSRo
rary Brazil of 1942, which only emerged as an independent country in 1822.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3UDGR�-¼QLRU��WKH�V\QWKHVLV�RI�%UD]LOއV�FRORQLDO�SDVW�FRQWDLQHG�WKH�FRQVWLWXHQW�
elements of nationality, which were fundamental and permanent in the evolution of the 
���WKDW�IRUPHG�%UD]LO��GHVSLWH�WKH�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQVދFRPSOHWH�DQG�GLVWLQFW�VRFLDO�RUJDQLVPފ
DQG�QRW�PHUHO\�DVފ�DQDFKURQLVWLF�UHPLQLVFHQFHVދ��+H�ZDV�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�
presence of certain fundamental characteristics of the economic and social structures in 
Brazil in 1942, such as the lack of organization of a free labor force, the subordination of 
%UD]LOއV�HFRQRP\�WR�H[WHUQDO�PDUNHWV��WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�DEVHQFH�RI�D�VROLGO\�RUJDQL]HG�
internal market, and the continuity of colonial social relations.

In The Colonial Background of Modern Brazil, Prado Júnior reconstructs historical reality 
based on the commercial goals behind the colonization enacted by the Europeans. Before 
Brazil existed as an independent country, it was part of the territory of the Americas 
OLQNHG�WR�WKH�RYHUVHDV�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�(XURSH�DQG�3RUWXJDO��HVSHFLDOO\�GXUo
ing the 15th century. Thus, in order to understand the part (colonization) one must first 
FRQVLGHU�WKH�ZKROH��WUDGH�DQG�RYHUVHDV�H[SDQVLRQ�ނWKDW�LV��YLHZ�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�VHWo
tlement of Brazil the colony as a chapter in the history of European countries.

,Q�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKHVH�KLVWRULFDO�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�FRORQLDO�HQWHUSULVH��3UDGR�-¼QLRU�GLVWLQo
guishes two types of colonization, influenced by the classic study of Pierre Paul Leroy- 
Beulieu, De la colonization chez les peuples modernes (1874).4 He differentiates the areas 
RI�FRORQL]DWLRQ�LQ�WHPSHUDWH�]RQHV��ZKLFK�DUH�FRQVLGHUHGފ�VHWWOHPHQW�FRORQLHVދ��IURP�
WKRVH�LQ�WURSLFDO�DQG�VXEWURSLFDO�]RQHV��ZKLFK�DUH�GHVFULEHG�DVފ�FRORQLHV�RI�DJUDULDQ�H[o
SORLWDWLRQދ�
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In the case of settlement colonies, the currents of migration to New England, primarily, 
sought out a new world in which to transplant their society and exercise their religious 
freedoms. In the areas located in tropical zones, whose geographical environment was 
very different to that found in Europe, settlers needed much stronger stimuli. The natural 
conditions of these regions allowed for the production of attractive and rare agricultural 
goods with a high commercial value in Europe, such as sugar and, later, tobacco, indigo, 
ULFH��DQG�FRWWRQ��7KLV�OHG�WR�DQފ�DGMXVWPHQWދ�LQ�WKH�WUDGH�REMHFWLYHV�RI�RYHUVHDV�H[SDQVLRQ�
and the new conditions presented by these areas. However, according to Prado Júnior, the 
VHWWOHUV�LQ�WKHVH�DUHDV�EHFDPH�PDQDJHUV��ELJ�ODQGRZQHUV��DQG�HQWUHSUHQHXUV�RI�SURIo
LWDEOH�EXVLQHVV�YHQWXUHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�PHUH�ZRUNHUV��HPSOR\LQJފ�RWKHUV�WR�ZRUN�IRU�WKHPދ�
instead. These workers on the farms, plantations, and large-scale agricultural plantations 
ZHUH�HLWKHUފ�IRUFHGދ�WR�ZRUN��GHSRUWHG��PLQRUV�LQ�WHPSRUDU\�ERQGDJH�LQ�WKH�1HZ�(QJo
land colonies) or were part of a more extreme compulsory labor system, in other words, 
slaves. In Brazil, the employment of free labor was not even considered, largely because 
WKH�ODFN�RI�PLJUDWRU\�FXUUHQWV�LQ�3RUWXJDO��7KXV��3UDGR�-¼QLRU�KLJKOLJKWV�3RUWXJDOއV�SLRo
QHHULQJ�HIIRUWV�WR�UH�HVWDEOLVK�VODYHU\�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOG�DQG�WR�FRQWURO�WHUULWRULHV�LQo
volved in the slave trade in Africa. In Brazil the colony, an original kind of society 
emerged, preserving its mercantile nature over the course of centuries of colonization.

In short, this author considers that the meaning of colonization in the tropics, and in 
%UD]LO�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��ZDV�RQHފ�RI�D�YDVW�FRPPHUFLDO�HQWHUSULVHދ�DLPHG�DW�H[SORLWLQJ�QDWXUDO�
UHVRXUFHV�IRU�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�(XURSHDQ�WUDGH��7KH�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�VHWWOHPHQW�RI�WKH�WHUULWRo
ry was organized in favor of these external objectives, to supply exports to the European 
PDUNHW��VXJDU��WREDFFR��JROG��FRWWRQ��DQG�FRIIHH���7KH�HVVHQFH�RI�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�DQG�HYROXo
WLRQ�RI�%UD]LOLDQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�LWV�HFRQRP\�ZDV�WKHUHIRUH�RQH�GHVLJQHGފ�WR�FRQGXFW�EXVLQHVV�
IRU�WKH�ZKLWH�(XURSHDQ�VHWWOHUVދ�

According to Prado Júnior, the transition here from colony to independent nation never 
VHHPV�WR�EH�FRPSOHWH��7KH�SURFHVV�LV�XQDEOH�WR�HQJHQGHU�D�QDWLRQDO�HFRQRP\�RU�DQ�LQo
ward-looking domestic structure with endogenous decision centers that could side with 
its people and support their needs. One is not witnessing the birth of more autonomous 
forms of economic, social, and political organization.

7KH�0DFURHFRQRPLF�DQG�+LVWRULFDO�6WUXFWXUDOo
ist Interpretation of Underdevelopment
In 1959, Celso Furtado published his book The Economic Growth of Brazil, which is also 
considered one of the most important and influential interpretations of Brazil.5 From a 
historical-analytical perspective, Furtado, like Prado Júnior, reconstructed the reality of 
the colonial period, distinguishing settlement colonies from agricultural exploitation 
FRORQLHV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�(XURSHއV�WUDGH�H[SDQVLRQ��+RZHYHU��LQVSLUHG�E\�.H\QHVLDQ�
macroeconomic theory, in this book Furtado sought to present a broad perspective of the 
IRUPDWLRQ�RU�JURZWK�RI�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�HFRQRP\��DQDO\]LQJ�WKHފ�LQWHUUHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�WKH�
FKDLQV�RI�FDXVDOLW\ދ�FRQVWLWXWHG�LQ�LWV�KLVWRULFDO�SURFHVV��7KLV�ERRN�FRQWDLQV�WKH�HVVHQWLDO�
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HOHPHQWV�QHHGHG�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�XQGHUGHYHORSHG�VWUXFWXUHV��DV�LQo
dicated in )XUWDGRއV�(FRQRPLF�*URZWK�RI�%UD]LO��7KH�0DVWHUSLHFH�RI�%UD]LOLDQ�6WUXFWXUDOo
ism (2014).6

7KH�SROLWLFDO�FRQIURQWDWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�(XURSHDQ�FRORQLDO�SRZHUV�DQG�PHWURSROLV�FRORQ\�UHo
ODWLRQV�DUH�HVVHQWLDO�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�3RUWXJDOއV�SLRQHHULQJ�VXFFHVV�LQ�WKH�
commercial-agricultural enterprise, based on slave labor and the full availability of land, 
acted as a block to the development of structures in Brazil the colony. Thus, these factors 
GHFLVLYHO\�LQIOXHQFHG�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�LWV�GHYHORSPHQW�WUDMHFWRU\��ZLWK�D�QXPEHU�RI�WKHP�LPo
peding and limiting the expansion of economic growth in more dynamic export regions 
and their potential to develop an internal market, based on trade relations within the 
VFRSH�RIފ�FRQVWHOODWLRQV�RI�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHPVދ�FRQVWLWXWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRORQ\�

Once the colonial period was over, Brazil emerged as an independent country in the early 
19th century, but it maintained the same economic structures that had been forged over 
the previous three centuries. Structural changes would only come at the beginning of the 
20th century, on the back of internal tensions arising from within the coffee industry, 
ZKRVH�FULVLV�OHG�WR�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�HOHPHQWV�RI�DQފ�DXWRQRPRXV�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHPދ��SURo
YRNLQJ��LQ�WXUQ��Dފ�VKLIW�RI�WKH�G\QDPLF�FHQWHUދ�WR�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�

In a number of his works, Furtado describes the nature of peripheral industrialization, 
FRQWUDVWLQJ�WKLV�SURFHVV�ZLWK�WKDW�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�WKH�ZRUOGއV�FRUH�FRXQWULHV�7 In Brazil, 
LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ�LV�PDUNHG�E\�VSHFLDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�KHWHURJHQHLW\��ZKLOH�LQ�GHYHORSHG�FRXQo
tries it is more characterized by diversification and greater homogeneity. Furtado was a 
great researcher of the features and contradictions of the import substitution process, 
ZLWK�LWV�LQHVFDSDEOH�H[WHUQDO�UHVWULFWLRQV�DQG�GLIILFXOWLHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DFFHVV�WR�IRUHLJQ�H[o
change and stable and convertible currency. His contribution is crucial to any analysis of 
WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�LQVHUWLRQ�RI�SHULSKHUDO�HFRQRPLHV�DQG�WKHLU�VWUXFWXUDO�WUHQG�WRZDUG�H[o
WHUQDO�YXOQHUDELOLW\��VXEMHFWLQJ�WKHP�WR�F\FOLFDO�DQG�VXFFHVVLYH�EDODQFH�RI�SD\PHQWV�LPo
balances. These economies face enormous constraints to the introduction of technical 
progress, to the appropriate allocation of their workforce, and to the progression to new 
horizons of higher social productivity and fairer distribution of income. This is even more 
VR�EHFDXVH�WKHVH�DUH�QDWLRQDO�VSDFHV�ZLWK�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�DXWRQRP\�DQG�FRQWURO�RI�WKHLU�HQo
dogenous decision-making centers. These are economies that have been infiltrated by 
dominant oligopolistic entities, namely transnational corporations, which, thanks to their 
position as artificial entities operating in an underdeveloped environment, are freely able 
to concentrate power and strategic information in an asymmetrical way.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�)XUWDGR��%UD]LOއV�FRQWLQHQWDO�ODQGPDVV�FRQWLQXHV�WR�VWDQG�RXW�DV�D�YDVW�DUHD�
ZLWK�D�KXJH�GLYLGH�EHWZHHQ�ZKDW�KH�FDOOHG�WKH�GHJUHH�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�WKH�FRQVWHOODo
WLRQ�RI�SRWHQWLDO�UHVRXUFHV��,Q�KLV�YLHZ��WKH�FRXQWU\�KDV�D�KLVWRU\�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�LWV�SURGXFo
WLYH�IRUFHV�DQG�LQGXVWULDOL]LQJ�EXW�ZLWKRXW��KRZHYHU��EUHDNLQJ�ZLWK�LWV�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�XQGHUo
development.
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As a United Nations institution, ECLAC (the United Nations Economic Commission for 
/DWLQ�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�&DULEEHDQ��ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�FRQFHLYHG��DV�81(&/$��E\�5D¼O�3UHo
ELVFK�LQ�������,WV�JRDO�ZDV�WR�GHEDWH�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�LPEDODQFHG�GHYHORSPHQW�RQ�WKH�SHo
ULSKHULHV�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�DQG�WU\�WR�VWUXFWXUH�ERWK�WKLQNLQJ�LQ�WKLV�GLUHFWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�FRQo
crete planning initiatives aimed at ending such imbalances, all within the context of the 
G\QDPLF�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�DV�D�JOREDO�V\VWHP��,Q�WKLV�FRQWH[W��%UD]LO�DQG�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�PDQo
aged to conceive and accumulate, over a period of more than half a century that began at 
WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�����V��DQ�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�DQDO\WLFDO�IUDPHZRUN��7KLV�IUDPHZRUN�KDV�FRQWLQo
ued to grow ever since, combining a variety of aspects into an original academic heritage 
that is based on a critical tradition, thereby ensuring a daring and pioneering reflection 
that has sought to interpret the specificities of the development process as it applies to 
the dependent underdeveloped region on the periphery.

7KLV�LQGHSHQGHQW��RULJLQDO��DQG�FUHDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH�ZDV�GHFLVLYHO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�WUDQVIRUPo
ing the condition of the Latin American periphery. However, it became almost invisible in 
academic terms, receiving none of the attention it deserved in the world of academia, and 
was ultimately rendered politically unfeasible, unable to bring social and political forces 
together to effectively implement its ideas.

At the center of the program to develop this theoretical framework was a political project 
EDVHG�RQ�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�D�GHVLUH�WR�FUHDWH�WRROV�FDSDEOH�RI�JHQHUDWLQJ�D�EUHDN�ZLWK�H[LVWo
ing asymmetrical exchange inequalities, facing structural heterogeneities head-on using a 
deliberately autonomous construct within a fairly hostile international environment of 
competitive coercion (between capital and states). In other words, it sought out tools that 
FRXOG�EH�DSSOLHG�LQ�D�VLQJXODU�SHULSKHUDO�FRQWH[W�WR�WKH�ZRUOGއV�PRVW�SRSXODWHG��FRQWUDVWo
LQJ��DQG�LQHTXDOLW\�SODJXHG�JHRJUDSKLFDO�UHJLRQV��EULQJLQJ�WRJHWKHU�DQG�IRUFLQJ�LQWR�FRQo
WUDGLFWRU\�FRH[LVWHQFH�WKH�PRVW�H[WUHPH�GLVSDULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�EDFNZDUGQHVV�DQG�GHYHORSo
ment of capitalist productive forces.

7KH�UHDOLW\�LV�WKDW�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLYH�PDLQVWUHDP�RI�(XURSHDQ�DQG�$PHULFDQ�FRQFHSWLRQVނ 

ZLWK�WKHLU�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�FDSLWDOLVW�YLHZVނLJQRUHG�DQG�UHPDLQHG�XQDZDUH�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
the penetration of modernizing factors into highly underdeveloped environments, in 
WHUPV�RI�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV�DQG�SURGXFWLYH�IRUFHV��QHFHVVDULO\�UHTXLUHV�K\EULG�DQG�VXL�JHQHUo
is structures.

The reality of dependent economies and societies, their peripheral condition, and their 
XQGHUGHYHORSHG�VWUXFWXUDO�FRQIRUPLW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�DQG�UHo
production of global capitalism are all very distinct.

1R�LQWHUSUHWHU�RU�DXWKRU�KDV��WR�WKLV�GD\��PDQDJHG�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�VDPH�LQ�GHSWK�XQGHUo
standing of the underdevelopment process as Furtado.

$V�D�SLRQHHU�RI�(&/$&��������ށ����DQG�YHU\�FORVH�WR�KLV�LQWHOOHFWXDO�PHQWRU�3UHELVFK��
)XUWDGR�ZDV�WKH�FUHDWRU�DQG�ILUVW�KHDG�RI�68'(1(��6XSHULQWHQG¬QFLD�GR�'HVHQYROYLPHQo
WR�GR�1RUGHVWH�1ށ�RUWKHDVW�'HYHORSPHQW�$XWKRULW\�ނD�GHYHORSPHQW�DXWKRULW\�IRU�WKH�
QRUWKHDVW�UHJLRQ�RI�%UD]LO������ށ������DQG�PLQLVWHU�RI�SODQQLQJނ�����ށ�������+H�ZDV�DOo
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VR�D�SURIHVVRU�DW�YDULRXV�OHDGLQJ�XQLYHUVLWLHV�LQ�(XURSH�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DPEDVo
VDGRU�WR�WKH�(XURSHDQ�(FRQRPLF�&RPPXQLW\���������DQG�PLQLVWHU�RI�FXOWXUH������ށ������

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�KLV�DELOLWLHV�DV�D�FLYLO�VHUYDQW�DQG�PDQ�RI�DFWLRQ��KH�DOVR�GHYLVHG�D�KLVWRULo
FDO�VWUXFWXUDO�PHWKRGނD�EURDG�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�KLVWRULFDOO\�GHWHUPLQHG�VRFLDO�SURFHVVHV�
that could help reveal the accumulation of structural backwardness. This method allowed 
KLP�WR�FRPSUHKHQVLYHO\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�VSHFLILF�DQG�LQWULFDWH�SURFHVV�RI�XQGHUGHYHORSo
ment as a structural malformation, genetically endowed with a considerable capacity for 
persistence, cumulativity, and reproduction.

7KLV�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�SURFHGXUH�DOORZHG�KLP�WR�VFLHQWLILFDOO\�VKRZ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�XQGHUo
development dichotomy, which is not strictly speaking a dichotomy but rather a pair, a 
double dialectic (of a distinct nature), since underdevelopment is not a phase or stage but 
rather a feature of the development process itself.

Understanding underdevelopment also involved broadening the concept of accumulation 
E\�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�LWV�SURILOH�DQG�WKH�RULHQWDWLRQ�RI�D�VRFLHW\އV�FXPXODWLYH�HIIRUWV�

+H�TXHVWLRQHG�WKH�UHDVRQV�EHKLQG�FHUWDLQ�SHRSOH�RU�QDWLRQV�GHOD\LQJ��EORFNLQJ��RU�LQWHUo
UXSWLQJ�WKHLU��UH�SURGXFWLYH�DFFXPXODWLRQ��IDLOLQJ�WR�FKDQQHO�WKHLU�VRFLDO�VXUSOXV�DGHo
quately; and even sterilizing it. Why do some societies attain more significant degrees of 
VRFLDO�KRPRJHQL]DWLRQ�DQG�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�EDVLF�QHHGV��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�SURPRWH�LQFRPo
patible diversification and sophistication on the demand side and reproduce mimetic 
ZD\V�RI�OLIH"�+RZ�GRHV�D�VRFLHW\�KLVWRULFDOO\�DFFXPXODWH�EDFNZDUGQHVV�DQG�GHIRUP�LWV�VRo
FLDO�VWUXFWXUHV��RQO\�G\QDPL]LQJ�LWV�FRQVSLFXRXV�DQG�RVWHQWDWLRXV�FRQVXPSWLRQ�DQG�UHDOL]o
LQJ�WHFKQLFDO�SURJUHVV�RQ�WKH�GHPDQG�VLGH�E\�DGRSWLQJ�PRGHUQL]DWLRQ�LQ�DFFHOHUDWHG�WHPo
SRUDOLW\��DQG�\HW�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�KDQGV�RI�DFFXOWXUDWHG�HOLWHV�DQG�SURFHVVHV�LQGXFHG�E\�IRUo
eign sources?

Differently to those national spaces that were successful in achieving progress in the joint 
accumulation and diversification of demand, the underdeveloped favored transformations 
OLQNHG�WR�WKH�G\QDPLVP�RI�ILQDO�GHPDQG��PRGHUQL]DWLRQ���UDWKHU�WKDQ�UHSURGXFWLYH�DFFXo
mulation and diversification of the productive apparatus in order to meet the needs of the 
domestic market (industrialization).

Other authors have also analyzed these structural tendencies highlighted by Furtado of 
the predatory civilization that was created in Brazil, a nation severely scarred by more 
than three centuries of slavery and the extreme exploitation of its natural resources, with 
its frontiers in itinerant expansion, destructive use of land, traditions, accumulation of 
marginalized and destitute masses, and destabilizing pressures brought to bear across 
this large and varied land.

To decipher and try to break with the historical process of underdevelopment, one must 
analyze the specific profile of peripheral accumulation in its essence. This process must 
ILUVW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�LI�RQH�LV�WR�WU\�WR�UHGLUHFW�WKH�FRXQWU\އV�DFFXPXODWLRQ�HIIRUW��VHHNLQJ�
to broaden the margin of discretion over its destiny.
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)RU�)XUWDGR��DQ\�PRYH�IRUZDUG�ZLWK�WKLV�NLQG�RI�VWUXFWXUDO�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ�ZRXOG�QHFHVo
sarily imply breaking up established interests and seeking out new socio-political support 
from the state, ensuring that it arbitrate and coordinate conflicting interests and thus 
FUHDWLQJ�D�SDWK�WR�GHYHORSPHQW�WKDW�FRXOG�OHJLWLPL]H�PRUH�IRUFHIXO�DQG�RVWHQVLYH�FRQo
IURQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�UHJLRQDO�DQG�VRFLDO�LQHTXDOLWLHV�DQG�WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�LQVHo
curity and privation experienced by the majority of the population.

Explaining how to see development as a historical process, with open-ended trajectories 
DQG�WKH�IUXLW�RI�GHFLVLRQVފ�ZKRVH�HIIHFWV�DUH�PDQLIHVWHG�DW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�VR�FDOOHG�VWUXFo
WXUHVދ��)XUWDGRއV�JUHDWHVW�FKDOOHQJH�ZDV�WR�DSSUR[LPDWH�DQG�LQWHUZHDYH�WKH�WKHRULHV�RI�
accumulation, social stratification, and power. He also warned that one should consider 
the structural matrix (the archaic power-base structures of property: the land-ownership 
system, real-estate property, and indeed new constraints, such as control over intellectual 
SURSHUW\���$GGUHVVLQJ�VXFK�V\VWHPV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�EXLOGLQJ�VRFLDO�KRPRJHo
QL]DWLRQ��HPSRZHULQJ�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�JLYLQJ�LW�DFFHVV�WR�ODQG��TXDOLW\�JRRGV��DQG�SXEo
lic services. It would be fundamental to make changes to the land-ownership structure 
DQG�WR�SHRSOHއV�DFFHVV�WR�NQRZOHGJH��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�KHOS�ERRVW�%UD]LOއV�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH�
DQG�GLVPDQWOH�WKH�PHFKDQLVPV�JHQHUDWLQJ�LQVHFXULW\�DQG�VRFLDO�PDUJLQDOLW\�W\SLFDO�RI�XQo
derdeveloped, peripheral, and dependent capitalist formations.

Analysis of Concrete Situations of Dependency
Through the publication of their book Dependency and Development in Latin America in 
������)HUQDQGR�+HQULTXH�&DUGRVR�DQG�(Q]R�)DOHWWR�VRXJKW�WR�GHSLFW�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�GHo
pendency as a practical and theoretical problem.8

They attempted to shift the primary determination of external dependency to endogenous 
articulation, one that is internally introjected and backed by supportive interests from 
within national society. They sought to emphasize the structural and global relations that 
FRQQHFW�WKH�SHULSKHUDO�VLWXDWLRQ�WR�WKH�FHQWHU�RU�FRUH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKHVH�DXWKRUV��H[WHUo
nal relationships (imperialism) and internal relations (nation) should be mediated by the 
process of struggles between the classes, and they attempted to understand them 
through the connections that exist between the peripheral economies and the central 
hegemonic poles.

For Cardoso and Faletto, previous theories, such as those put forward by ECLAC, were 
ODFNLQJ�LQ�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�GHWHUPLQDWLRQV��&$/&)��Q�VSLWH�RI�WKHLU�FULWLFDO�QDWXUH,ފ�
economic theories and critiques were not based on an analysis of the social process, they 
did not draw our attention to imperialist relationships between countries, and they did 
QRW�WDNH�LQWR�DFFRXQW�DV\PPHWULF�UHODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�FODVVHV9ދ�

Thus, dependency should not be interpreted as a mere reflection of decisions made 
abroad. There are contradictory rather than exclusive or antagonistic relations between 
autonomy and heteronomy and between development, industrialization, and dependency.
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There are also external constraints and constraints in the form of structural linkages that 
OLPLW�WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�IRU�DFWLRQ��DQG�DGGLWLRQDOO\��WKHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ�DUWLFXODWLRQV�DQG�DOo
OLDQFHV�WKDW�DUH�GULYHQ�E\�LQWHUQDO�VRFLDO�IRUFHV�DW�ZRUN��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKH�OLPLWV�WR�GHYHOo
opment are much more political than economic or material.

Nevertheless, in the context of relatively backward economies, political action and power 
JDPHV�KDYH�PDGH�LW�SRVVLEOH�WR�KDYH�G\QDPLF�LQGXVWULDO�HFRQRPLHV��HYHQ�LQ�GHSHQGHQW�VRo
cieties.

There are still dynamics in the dependency situation. This is especially true when the 
IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�GHSHQGHQF\�DUH�UHGHILQHG��DQG�WKH�DUWLFXODWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�LQGXVWULDOo
ized peripheral national economy and the hegemonic centers are transformed, which 
leads the domestic market and foreign direct investment to be established as a dynamic 
impetus for national development. According to these authors, the internationalization of 
WKH�GRPHVWLF�PDUNHW�EHFRPHV�WKH�SULPDU\�IRUP�RI�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�GHSHQo
GHQF\��7KLV�LV�D�IRUP�RI�GHSHQGHQF\�XQGHU�PRQRSROLVWLF�LQGXVWULDO�FDSLWDOLVP��ZLWK�FKDUDFo
WHULVWLFV�WKDW�DUH�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�WKH�EDVLF�FRQGLWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�W\SLFDO�RI�XQGHUGHYHORSo
ment.

In their analysis of the nature and new characteristics of dependency relations, Cardoso 
and Faletto highlight the new type of link with the outside that is internally coordinated 
when the economy achieves a high level of internationalization by examining the internal 
systems of alliances and decision-making.

7KH�QDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�VFDOH��UHODWLYH�WR�WKH�JOREDO�VFDOH��DUH�QRZ�VHHQ�DV�WKH�SROLWLo
cal centers of the concrete action of conflicting interests and social forces. In this sense, 
their system of alliances allows them to expand their scope for maneuver in order to 
boost development and, at the same time, ensure that their ties of dependency are at the 
heart of any framework of analysis targeted at such situations of dependency.

Thus, these authors include the centrality of the political domain in their approach. They 
do not propose to suggest a theory of dependency but rather to argue in favor of carrying 
out concrete analyses of situations of dependency. That is, rather than putting forward a 
theory, they argue instead for developing a school of dependency, a method for analyzing 
real-life cases where one looks at the mode, or the specific form assumed by the insertion 
of industrialized peripheral countries in the context of global capitalism.

The way they compose, overlap, and combine interests and constraints should be at the 
heart of any such analysis.10

Even without ignoring past forms of domination inherent in the condition of dependency, 
coincidences of interests can occur between the internal and external ruling classes.

&DUGRVR�DQG�)DOHWWR�DUJXH�WKDW7ފ�KH�VSHFLILFLW\�RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�GHSHQGHQF\�LV��
in part that internal interests are rooted increasingly in the sector that produces for the 
domestic market and thus that they are united in political alliances that are supported by 
XUEDQ�SRSXODWLRQV��7KH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�DQ�LQGXVWULDO�HFRQRP\�DW�WKH�SHULSKHU\�RI�WKH�FDSLWDOo
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ist system . . . incorporates not only the dominant classes but also social groups tied to 
PRGHUQ�FDSLWDOLVW�SURGXFWLRQ��VXFK�DV�ZDJH�HDUQHUV��WHFKQLFLDQV��HQWUHSUHQHXUV��DQG�EXo
UHDXFUDWV11ދ�

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKHUH�DUH�FRQVWUDLQWV�WR�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�PRUH�DXWRQRPRXV�GHFLo
VLRQ�PDNLQJ�FHQWHUV��DQG�WKHUH�LV�D�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�LQWHUGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�D�G\QDPLF�RI�LQWHUo
national insertion. The evolution of industrial productive forces can advance, depending 
on the correlation of political forces. Therefore, any analysis of situations of dependency 
VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�WKH�GXDO�VWUXFWXUDO�DQG�FRQMXQFWXUDO�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�RI�LQWHUQDO�DQG�H[WHUo
nal factors.

Since the internationalization of domestic market conditions has been consolidated, the 
most salient feature of the Latin American situation should be one of dependency rather 
than underdevelopment.

Social Class Dynamics and Heteronomy in an 
Underdeveloped and Imperialized Capitalism
Over the course of his fruitful intellectual career, Florestan Fernandes managed to make 
JUHDW�SURJUHVV�LQ�XQUDYHOLQJ�%UD]LO�WKH�QDWLRQ��/LNH�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�QDWLRQއV�JUHDW�
thinkers, he chose to focus on the specificities of the racial ethnicity of Brazilian society.

Fernandes was a pioneer in seeking to develop scientific and engaged sociology, firstly in 
relation to the indigenous question, and then to the racial issue. He considered the latter 
as being a national issue, discussing the problem of colored people within a class-based 
VRFLHW\�DQG�SODFLQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKH�EURDGHU�FRQWH[W�RI�D�VRFLHW\�WKDW�PDLQWDLQV�DQ�HOLWLVW�VWDQo
GDUG�WKDW�LV�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�VWUDWLILFDWLRQDO�GRPLQDWLRQ��7KLV�XOWLPDWHO\�FUHDWHV�VWUXFWXUo
al barriers to the advancement of democracy in Brazil.

He sought out the origins of this situation by looking at the collapse of the slave-master 
regime, the system of patriarchal domination, and the formation of a class-based society 
in Brazil.

+H�VKRZHG�WKH�SHUYHUVLW\�RI�UDFLDO�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�WKH�LPSRYHULVKPHQW�DQG�PDUJLQDOL]Do
tion of the colored population throughout the historical process, a process that denied 
former black slaves a full integration into the competitive social order that conformed.

He argued against the myth of racial democracy, hegemonic within the debate at the time 
he was developing his empirical research, and helped dismantle the myth that interracial 
GLVWLQFWLRQV�GR�QRW�H[LVW�LQ�%UD]LO��+H�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�WKHފ�EODFN�LVVXHދ�LV�QRW�PHUHO\�D�
�W�LV�ERWK�UDFLDO�DQG�VRFLDO��,W�LV�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�WHFKQLTXHV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�RI,�ދ�VRFLDO�LVVXHފ
one class over another, to discrimination, and to the maintenance of privileges. This helps 
FRQFHQWUDWH�ZHDOWK�DQG�SUHVWLJH�DQG�FRQVROLGDWH�IRUPV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ��RSSUHVVLRQ��DQG�UHo
SUHVVLRQ�WKDW�DUH�SULPDULO\�DXWRFUDWLF�DQG�XOWUD�FRQVHUYDWLYH�DQG�HQVXUH�WKH�FU\VWDOOL]Do
WLRQ�RI�DUFKDLF�%UD]LOLDQ�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUHV��,Q�KLV�YLHZފ��'HPRFUDF\�ZLOO�RQO\�EHFRPH�D�UHo
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ality when there is, de facto, racial equality in Brazil and the coloured person no longer 
suffers any kind of discrimination, prejudice, stigmatization or segregation, either in 
terms of class or race. For this reason, the class struggle, for those of colour, must go 
KDQG�LQ�KDQG�ZLWK�WKH�UDFLDO�VWUXJJOH�LWVHOI12ދ�

Like Prado Júnior, Fernandes discussed and opposed certain conservative theories, such 
as those put forward by Alberto Torres and Oliveira Vianna, and those of the Brazilian 
Communist Party, which advocated the existence of feudal real estate holdings politically 
linked to imperialism. Instead, he called for a democratic alliance to be established with 
the national bourgeoisie to transform Brazil.

He made progress like no other interpreter in depicting the development of capitalism in 
%UD]LO��IURP�LWV�SROLWLFDO�HPDQFLSDWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRORQLDO�PHWURSROH��%UD]LOއV�,QGHSHQGHQFH�LQ�
1822).13 +H�DOVR�VKRZHG�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�%UD]LOo
ian bourgeoisie acts under the influence of capitalism, which is dependent on its peculiar 
SDWWHUQ�RI�SRZHU�DQG�GRPLQDWLRQ��+LV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KHWHURQRP\�GHSHQGHQF\�DV�DQ�H[o
planation for the process of underdevelopment was decisive and very original. Another 
original point of his analysis involved his thorough examination of the dual articulation 
EHWZHHQ�QDWLRQDO�DQG�IRUHLJQ�DQG�EHWZHHQ�ROG�DQG�QHZ��DQ�DUWLFXODWLRQ�WKDW�ZDV�DOVR�DQDo
lyzed by other authors, such as Ignacio Rangel.14

Fernandes looked at the internal and external articulations of the Brazilian bourgeois 
FODVVHV�DQG�WKHLU�VWUDWHJLHV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ��,Q�VSDWLDO�JHRJUDSKLFDO�WHUPV��KLV�VFDODU�VRo
phistication was excellent, combining the transformations of the world scale coherently 
and cohesively with the dynamics of the dependent national scale.

,Q�RUGHU�WR�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�%UD]LOއV�GHSHQGHQW�FDSLWDOLVP�IXQFWLRQV��)HUQDQGHV�
avoided separating or isolating or using as his unit of analysis the national scale or the 
territorial-national state. On the contrary, he inserted these more dynamically into the 
EURDGHU��HYROXWLRQDU\��DQG�H[SDQVLYH�FRQWH[W�RI�ZRUOG�FDSLWDOLVP��VHHNLQJ�WR�UHYHDO�LWV�SHo
culiar forms, methods, and ways of differentiated integration on this more massive 
scale.15 5DWKHU�WKDQ�FRQVLGHU�VWDWH�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�VWDWH��KH�FRQVLGHUHG�LQVWHDG�VRFLDO�FODVVo
es in relation to social classes in different kinds of capitalism.

'LIIHUHQWO\�WR�DOO�WKH�RWKHU�JUHDW�LQWHUSUHWHUV��)HUQDQGHV�ORRNHG�LQ�JUHDW�GHSWK�DW�WKH�QDo
WXUH��VWUXFWXUH��DQG�G\QDPLFV�RI�WKH�FRQFUHWH�IRUPV�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�LQ�%UD]LOއV�FODVV�EDVHG�
VRFLHW\��+H�DWWHPSWHG�WR�XQYHLO�WKH�ZRUNLQJV�RI�DQ�HFRQRP\�WKDW�LV�VLPSO\�XQDEOH�WR�DGo
vance in terms of self-sustained and more autonomous development. According to him, 
WKH�FRXQWU\�LV�PDUNHG�E\�KHWHURQRP\�DQG�GHSHQGHQF\��FXOWXUDO��LGHRORJLFDO��PRUDO��HFRo
QRPLF��DQG�SROLWLFDO���7KHUHIRUH��RQH�PXVW�QHFHVVDULO\�DQDO\]H�WKH�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�XQGHUGHo
YHORSHG�DQG�LPSHULDOL]HG�FRXQWULHV�DUH�VXERUGLQDWHG�WR�WKH�LQWURMHFWLRQ�RI�KHJHPRQLF�YDOo
ues and subjectivities.

The peculiarity of Brazilian history lies in its oligarchic rural aristocracy, formed during 
the slave, patriarchal, and seigneurial regime, which gave rise to the local bourgeoisie. 
7KLV�FODVV�KDV�DOZD\V�VRXJKW�RXWZDUG�HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�H[WHUQDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��ZLWK�QR�FRPo
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PLWPHQW�WR�EXLOGLQJ�DQ\�NLQG�RI�HQGRJHQRXV�FRKHUHQFH�RI�QDWLRQDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��)XUWKHUo
PRUH��WKLV�ERXUJHRLVLH�KDV�QHYHU�VRXJKW�WR�SXW�WRJHWKHU�RU�ODXQFK��LQ�DQ\�FRQVLVWHQW�PDQo
ner, any kind of national development project targeted inward that might be fairer and 
more inclusive of the majority of the population, or indeed, be more democratic.

On the contrary, the over-exploitation or exacerbated extraction of domestic surplus and 
wealth destined for worldwide circulation demands autocratic domination, exercised 
through a combination of violent ideology and repression.

Its lagging nature, structural subordination, and visceral subservience are all hallmarks 
of integration with Western civilization and its hegemonic center. In 1969, Fernandes had 
DOUHDG\�VWDWHG�WKDW�WKH�QHZ�SKDVH�RI�GRPLQDWLRQ�ZDV�DOUHDG\�DW�WKDW�WLPH�PDUNHG�E\�FRUo
SRUDWH�RU�PRQRSROLVWLF�FDSLWDOLVP��ZKLFK�FRQVROLGDWHG�LWV�SRZHU�RI�FRPPDQG�WKURXJK�ILo
nancial mechanisms, in association with minor and local partners. This phase was marked 
E\�WKH�JUHDWHU�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�RI�H[WHUQDO�GRPLQDWLRQ�IURP�ZLWKLQ��ZKLFK�SHQHWUDWHG�DOO�DVo
pects of social life, reinforcing the heteronomous position of the underdeveloped satellite 
economy.

Finally, and similarly to Prado Júnior, Fernandes stated that formal political emancipation 
�ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�DIWHU�������GLG�QRW�EUHDN�EXW�UDWKHU�UHGHILQHG�FRORQLDO�WLHV��7KH�FRQo
VWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�QDWLRQDO�VWDWH�RFFXUUHG�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�NLQG�RI�VLJQLILFDQW�PHWDo
morphosis in the socioeconomic structure, and within a strict regime of castes and lordly 
estates that had marked the creation of Brazil.

Discussion of the Literature
There is a vast and ever-increasing amount of specialized literature on the great Brazilian 
interpreters. More recently, thanks to the profound economic and political-institutional 
FULVLV�WKDW�%UD]LO�KDV�VXIIHUHG��WKH�SULPDU\�LVVXHV�GHDOW�ZLWK�E\�WKHVH�LQWHUSUHWHUVނGHILQo
LQJ�WKH�FRXQWU\�DQG�VXJJHVWLQJ�SRVVLEOH�URXWHV�LW�PLJKW�WDNH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUHނKDYH�UHWXUQHG�
WR�WKH�IRUH�ZLWK�D�YHQJHDQFH��LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�EROG�VFLHQWLILF�DJHQGD�WKDW�FDQ�EH�FKDUDFo
terized by its amplitude and in-depth and current nature.

This agenda pervades all the problems of the incomplete nation, one that is permanently 
under construction and often interrupted. Recent literature has returned to the debate 
RYHU�%UD]LOއV�KLVWRULFDO�VWUXFWXUDO�LQKHULWDQFHV�DQG�LPSDVVHV��7KHVH�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�FRORo
QL]DWLRQ��WKH�UROH�RI�3RUWXJDO�DQG�VODYHU\��WKH�FRXQWU\އV�IRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FRQVROLGDWLRQ��WKH�
decline of the patriarchal family and the patriarchal society, the oligarchic and large-scale 
ODQGRZQHUV��WKH�SURFHVV�RI�PRGHUQL]DWLRQ��LQGHSHQGHQFH��XQLW\��KHWHURJHQHLW\��DQG�WKH�GLo
versity of a nation under construction.

6LQFH�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��D�SURIXVLRQ�RI�QHZ�VWXGLHV�KDV�FRPH�RXW�ZLWK�D�UHo
QHZHG�DSSURDFK�WR�%UD]LOއV�VRFLDO��HFRQRPLF��DQG�SROLWLFDO�IRUPDWLRQ��UHIRFXVLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�
back to its classics.16
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7ZR�LPSRUWDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�%UD]LOއV�FRORQLDO�SDVW�ZHUH�SURGXFHG�
by Fernando Antônio Novais and Luiz Felipe de Alencastro. According to Novais, Brazil 
the colony was a perfect example of how the colonial system operated.17 With regard to 
WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�PHJD�SURILWV�WKURXJK�WUDGLQJ�PRQRSROLHV��WKH�DGMXVWPHQW�WR�WKH�PRUH�JHQo
HUDO�VHQVH�RI�(XURSHDQ�FDSLWDOLVPއV�SULPLWLYH�DFFXPXODWLRQ�RFFXUUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�ULJKW�WR�
direct exclusivity to exploit certain sectors on the part of the Portuguese crown itself 
(e.g., Brazilwood and salt) and the mercantile class of the metropole (sugar), as well as 
exclusivity in transportation (ships and trade ports). Thus, the slave trade in Africa solved 
ERWK�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�WKH�UHJXODU�VXSSO\�RI�ODERU�DQG�HQVXUHG�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�PHJD�SURIo
LWV�E\�RSHQLQJ�XS�D�QHZ�DQG�KLJKO\�SURILWDEOH�WUDGH�IURQW��7KH�LGHD�RI�RSHQLQJ�XS�DQ�LPo
portant and extensive trading front on a supernational scale, creating a market and a 
heavy flow of slaves and goods between Brazil and Africa, constituting Brazil within the 
context of the South Atlantic, was brilliantly discussed by de Alencastro.18 He argued that 
%UD]LOއV�FRORQLDO�SDVW�KDG�EHHQ�FRQIXVHG�ZLWK�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�FRORQLDO�WHUULWRo
ry. Nevertheless, any investigation of the labor question suggests that one should turn 
their attention to Africa and place the colonial spatial matrix firmly in the South Atlantic.

A broad variety of different scientific works, meanwhile, showed that the structural 
FKDQJHV�LQ�%UD]LO�RQ�D�QDWLRQDO�VFDOH�RQO\�FDPH�DERXW�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXo
ry with the emergence of domestic tensions relating to the coffee economy.19 The crisis in 
WKLV�LQGXVWU\�OHG�WR�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�HOHPHQWV�RI�DQފ�DXWRQRPRXV�HFRQRPLF�V\VWHPދ��SURo
YRNLQJ�WKHފ�GLVSODFHPHQW�RI�WKH�G\QDPLF�FHQWUHދ�WR�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��7KH�LQWHUQDO�PDUo
ket was developed by a regional integrating process and led the economic expansion in 
Brazil during a significant part of the 20th century.20

:LWK�WKH�HYROXWLRQ�RI�WKH�LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ�SURFHVV������ށ������FDPH�WKH�FRQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�
an economic system, although the peripheral-underdeveloped nation revealed itself to 
have limited autonomy and a fragile control of its endogenous decision-making centers. 
7KLV�GHSHQGHQF\�ZDV�PDLQO\�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�GRPLQDQFH�RI�WKH�%UD]LOLDQ�HFRQRP\�E\�ROLo
gopolistic units, more specifically, the transnational companies.21

Plínio de Arruda Sampaio Júnior produced some vital research based on the following 
questions posed by Furtado: How can national experiences, engendered by the European 
expansion process, gather, conserve, and crystallize so many elements of backwardness 
in terms of their structures and relations?22 And how were they able to generate such 
HQRUPRXVފ�LQFRPSDWLELOLWLHVދ�DQG�VOXPSV��WKDW�LV��GLVVRQDQW�PRYHPHQWV�WKDW�RQO\�JRW�
worse over time, recurrent divergences of three crucial processes: capital accumulation, 
increased productivity, and changes in consumption patterns?

Maria da Conceição Tavares carried out an excellent analysis of the peripheral condition 
and underdevelopment process.23 In her work, she saw the peripheral situation as a 
process marked by structural malformation; as a combination of structures in truncated 
movement; and as the result of the accumulation of delays, anachronisms, and structural 
obstacles over the course of the history of world capitalism. Thus, an interpretation of the 
distinct characteristics of the center-periphery relations system and the specific nature of 
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the links established with entities abroad, primarily through domestically subordinated 
HQWLWLHV��ZDV�GXO\�UHYHDOHG��2YHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�F\FOHV�RI�DFFXPXODWLRQ�DQG�OHo
gitimation or regulation, the reproduction (always on the back of renewed foundations) of 
the properties of concrete asymmetric relations is maintained between the center and the 
peripheries, which operate in accordance with a structural logic over time. This leads to 
unequal and heterogenous structures that reproduce in the most varied of dimensions: 
economic, political, cultural, and so on.24

One important point within the debate over these interpreters concerns the existence and 
the accumulation of a huge mass of disintegrated and marginalized people.25

Another point deals with the investigation of what the peculiarities of the state might be, 
and what their specific forms of action might be.26 &RQWHPSRUDU\�UHVHDUFK�KDV�EHHQ�FDUo
ULHG�RXW�RQ�WKH�H[RJHQRXV�DQG�FRQWH[WXDO�GHWHUPLQDWLRQV�WKDW�HPDQDWH�IURP�WKH�KHJHo
PRQLF�LPSHULDO�VXSUDQDWLRQDO�VWDWHV�LQ�D�JOREDO�FRQWH[W�RI�LQVHUWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�LQWHUVWDWH�V\Vo
tems in dispute.27 7KH�ZRUNV�RQ�WKLV�WRSLF�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�DQDO\]H�WKH�ZHDOWK�RI�WKH�GLIo
IHUHQW�QDWLRQDO�WUDMHFWRULHV��ZLWKLQ�VSHFLILF�SURFHVVHV�RI�DFFXPXODWLRQ��UHJXODWLRQ��GRPLo
nation, alienation, and legitimation), without incurring any methodological nationalism.

Finally, it is worth mentioning an avenue of possibilities for reflection on Brazil in the 21st 
century that has been explored since the works of Fernandes.28 ,Q�DQDO\]LQJ�%UD]LOLDQ�KLVo
tory from a long-term perspective, this author saw only cyclical changes taking place, 
which had limited or no impact on transforming existing structures. This permanence or 
recurrence thus had, simultaneously, the appearance of an archaization of the modern 
and the modernization of the archaic and outdated. What never changed were the extra 
privileges of the endowed classes, the super-exclusion and the expropriation of the elites, 
WKH�GHSOHWLRQ�RI�%UD]LOއV�QDWXUDO�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�WKH�QHHG�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�IXOO�GHPRFUDF\�
should never be achieved.

Primary Sources

There are a number of important repositories and extensive collections of materials 
specifically dedicated to the study of different interpretations of Brazil the nation. Most of 
the archives related to the Brazilian interpreters are well organized and accessible. A lot 
of these have not been published or scanned, but they can be physically accessed and 
FRQVXOWHG�DW�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�VWRUHG��9DULRXV�VSHFLDOL]HG�DFDGHPLF�LQVWLWXo
tions also offer online access to information relating to each specific interpreter:

Coleção Brasiliana USP

Instituto de Estudos Brasileiros

Biblioteca Virtual do Pensamento Social (BVPS)/Fiocruz

Centro Internacional Celso Furtado de Políticas para o Desenvolvimento

Casa Oliveira Vianna
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Links to Digital Material

%UD]LOއV�,QWHUSUHWHUV.

Archives Sergio Buarque de Holanda

Personal Archives of Florestan Fernandes

Gilberto Freyre Foundation

Lineages of Brazilian Political Thought
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